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Hello, parents, teachers, staff, students and fellow 8th grade graduates.  My name is 
Esther Massler and I am so honored to be a part of this 8th grade graduation ceremony. 
Over the last couple of years, ISS has grown to become so much more than just a school 
to us. It has become a place of learning, friendship, jokes, laughs and so much more.  But 
most of all, the ISS community has become our family. Today is the day that we start a new 
journey, we celebrate this day, ending our middle school years of physical and academic 
growth and starting the next chapter of our life. High school! As we celebrate our 
achievements today, we have to remember the people that have helped us come this far. 
Our teachers have made our middle school experience so special and unforgettable, and 
our parents have been beside us through out this entire journey. In fact, lets take this time 
to give all the teachers and parents a round of applause……. 

Looking back we can all see that we have grown not only as individuals, but as an 
entire 8th grade class. I can honestly say that we have made friends with almost all of our 
classmates in one way or another. Whether it’s that one special friend we always sit next to 
in every single class and call right when we get home, or a friend that lends us a pencil 
every day in math class, we have all been a part of one another’s middle school journey. 

When I started writing this speech I wanted to start off with a famous quote that 
would inspire everybody and would be relevant. So I went online and looked at quotes 
from Martin Luther King Jr. and Helen Keller. Even though these quotes were great and 
inspiring, I couldn’t find any that conveyed the message I wanted to share with you today. 
So instead of finding a meaningful and inspiring quote I accidentally found some Pokemon 
cards in the back of my closet that my brother and I had collected when we were in 
kindergarten. You might now be asking yourself how this is relevant to an 8th grade 
graduation but as I looked at the cards I realized that when we were little we could be 
anything or anybody we wanted to. We could dream about being a superhero a superstar, 
a princess or a cowboy. Then, when we got to 6th and 7th grade our teachers and also our 
parents gradually requested a more serious approach, and now in 8th grade they expect us 
to stop daydreaming and focus on what’s relevant so that when we reach high school we 
can make smart decisions for our future. But to be honest, I don’t ever want to stop 
daydreaming. In fact I have realized that as I have become older my dreams have only 
gotten bigger.  

Nikita Koloff once said: “Have the courage to follow your dreams. It’s the first step 
towards attaining your destiny.” So I say: “dream big, or you will never know what your 
destiny is and who you want to become when you grow up. Dream big and don’t let 
anybody tell you, you can’t make it!” 



 
 

Being a part of this 8th grade class has brought me, excitement, joy and great friends. 
I sometimes wish time would slow down so that we could stay in middle school for as long 
as possible, but there is so much more out there waiting for us. The next four years of our 
lives will not only define who we are but who we will become . Everything will count from 
day one and we will have more responsibility along with more fun and freedom. In the next 
four years we will make friends that we will keep for a lifetime. Some of us will go our 
separate ways to discover the things that make us happy, but no matter where life takes 
any of us we will always be able to call ISS our home. 

I would like to conclude my speech with a couple of words from Dr.Seuss: 

“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any 
direction you choose. You’re on your own. And you know what you know. You are the 
guy who will decide where to go.”  

Congratulations, never stop dreaming and good luck in High school everybody! 

Thank you! 


